COMMUNITY STORIES

Teen taking Charity
to new heights
My name is Will Macrokanis and I am a 17-year-old student
from Whitefriars College in Donvale. I have been given the
opportunity to travel to Nepal with a group of 15 school
friends to be immersed in the culture and help lay foundations
for a classroom in Pokhara, Nepal. I applied to go on this once
in a lifetime trip to Nepal by a group called Antipodeans; they
came to my school (Whitefriars College) and spoke about the
trip and I was just captivated by what we are able to do with
a bunch of mates from school.
I applied for a community grant from Club Ringwood,
explaining the project in Pokhara and how the funds from the
grant will all go to helping those in a third-world country.
As a group of 15, we fly to Kathmandu on the 29th of November.
On arrival we, as students, have to figure out where to stay for
the night; we have to find the transport to the accommodation
that we choose. We then travel from Kathmandu to Pokhara
and begin our 7-day trek of the Annapurna foothills; just below
Mt Everest. After we have completed our trek of Annapurna,
we travel into Pokhara to do our community project for 5 days.
We later stay in Pokhara for 2 days to explore and sightsee
then travel to Chitwan for a day to do more sightseeing. Lastly,
we travel back to Kathmandu to do more sightseeing and be
immersed in the culture for 3 days. We fly out on the 21st of
December to arrive back home in Melbourne for Christmas,
hopefully with a lot of photos and Christmas gifts for our
friends and family. Our group is made up of year ten and year
eleven students from Whitefriars College; these ages range
from fifteen to seventeen.
This trip will affect the student’s wellbeing and give us a new
perspective of the way which we look at the world, teach us
to appreciate things which we might take for granted or do
not realise how lucky we are to have. It will have an effect on
their confidence to travel abroad and will make them more
efficient and self-sufficient travellers. They can look back on
this experience in a way that they did something massive and
really had an impact on someone else.

Our group project is to lay foundations for
a classroom in Pokhara. This will be done
by digging holes, laying concrete, putting up
the walls and many other things for a new
classroom for the community school.

Will was granted one of the
Club’s $500 community grants
to go towards his work in
Pokhara, Nepal. We wish Will all
the best in his travels and look
forward to hearing about his trip
and the experiences it brought.
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